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Who Are We? Children and adults with disabilities span all nations, all races, all religions and all ages. Disability can originate at birth or come later. Some disabilities are apparent; some are not apparent. Some disabilities are temporary; some are permanent. Disability can be physical, sensory, psychiatric or intellectual. People with disabilities are people. Label jars, not people.

What are the Barriers Preventing People with Disabilities from Full Participation? The barriers are barriers of architecture, communications and attitude. The most difficult barriers to identify and remove are barriers of attitude. There are no barriers to God’s love. There should be no barriers in God’s House.

What Does it Mean to be Welcomed in a Congregation? Welcome in more than a quick “Hello”; more than a patronizing pat on the head. To be welcomed means to be valued and enjoyed. To be welcomed means being seen as gifted and being invited to use those gifts in the congregation. A genuinely welcoming congregation offers hospitality which is central to all sacred texts.

What is a Full Life of Faith? A full life of faith is more than the central act of worship and the opportunity to take leadership roles in the congregation. A full life of faith involves the study of the stories and scriptures of one’s faith. This is not just offered to children. This is lifelong learning. A full life of faith also includes service to others. People with disabilities are often seen as the objects of service and not as servants themselves. An inclusive welcoming congregation is a place where all can experience the joy of serving others.
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